Urban agricultural heritage:
Looking back to move forward

Eurcpean Forum on Urban Agriculture
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Istanbul: Theodosian Wall and Yedikule Bostans
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COUNCIL OF ELUIROPE

What is heritage?
“Faro-Convention”

CONSEIL DE UEUROPE
Council of Europe Treaty Series - No. 199

Council of Europe Framework Convention on the Value of Cultural Heritage for
Society

Faro, 27.X 2005

Article 2 — Definitions
For the purposes of this Convention,

a  cultural heritage is a group of resources inherited from the past which people identify,
independently of ownership, as a reflection and expression of their constantly evolving
values, beliefs, knowledge and traditions. It includes all aspects of the environment
resulting from the interaction between people and places through time;

which they wish, within the framework of public action, to sustain and transmit to future

b  a heritage community consists of people who value specific aspects of cultural heritage
I generations.



COUNCIL OF ELUIROPE

CONSEIL DE UEUROPE
Council of Europe Treaty Series - No. 199

Council of Europe Framework Convention on the Value of Cultural Heritage for
Society

Faro, 27.X.2005

Article 5 — Cultural heritage law and policies

The Parties undertake to.
a recognise the public interest associated with elements of the cultural heritage in

accordance with their importance to society;

b enhance the value of the cultural hentage through its identification, study, interpretation,
protection, conservation and presentation;

¢ ensure, in the specific context of each Party, that legislative provisions exist for
exercising the right to cultural heritage as defined in Article 4;

d  foster an economic and social climate which supports participation in cultural heritage
activities;



Heritigisation

Heritagisation encompasses the production of the cultural
meanings of the heritage and the framing and explaining the
fragments of history to the contemporary audience.”

Kalakoski, I., S. Huuhka, O-P. Koponen, 2020: From obscurity to heritage:
Canonisation of the Nordic Wooden Town, International Journal of Heritage
Studies, (26:8), 790-805 '
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Heritigisation from an RWTH Aachen perspective
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Looking back to move forward

Linking Urban Agricultural Heritage to
Historical Research and Food Policies

Linking Urban Agricultural Heritage to E U brﬁ
the Concept of Cultural Memory and Practice A 1 [l
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Showcasing and Reflecting Active Heritage H@ff[age
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Informal and Local Approaches to Urban
Agricultural Heritage



Linking Urban Agricultural Heritage to
Historical Research and Food Policies

« Agriculture as a constant companion of urban
development!

» Local agricultural policy!
« City as a driver of agricultural innovation!



Fig, 3 Cusumber production af the Sofia thermal power
siation greenhouss, 1981

Figs.1a-b Wolfgang Kilian, "Augusta Vindelicorum/Augspurg,” 1626 (detail)
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Fig. 3b Harvest on the Haage cress basin fields after modernization, ca. 1961.
To increase yields, the strips between the basins were removed. Fig. & Agricuiteret land and Sofa's grean bR



Linking Urban Agricultural Heritage to
Historical Research and Food Policies

Agriculture as a constant companion of urban
development!

Local agricultural policy!
City as a driver of agricultural innovation!

Urban agriculture flowering in the early modern
period with close economic, spatial, material
and social links between agriculture and the city

Intensification of agricultural use towards the
city centre (Thinen Rings) with regional supply,
direct marketing, diversification



Murs a Péches de Montreuil (Paris)
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Fig. 1 Peach wall compartments (stamp in use from 1907
to 1922)

Murs a Péches de Montreuil (Paris)
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Enlarging the repository of knowledge on urban agriculture
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Linking Urban Agricultural Heritage to
Historical Research and Food Policies

Agriculture as a constant companion of urban
development!

Local agricultural policy!
City as a driver of agricultural innovation!

Urban agriculture flowering in the early modern
period with close economic, spatial, material
and social links between agriculture and the city

Intensification of agricultural use towards the
city centre (Thinen Rings) with regional supply,
direct marketing, diversification.

Urban agriculture has lost importance due to
iIndustrialization

Modernity has seen agriculture as contrast to
the city!



Linking Urban Agricultural Heritage to
the Concept of Cultural Memory and Practice

« Agriculture as a carrier of collective
memories

» Collective practices important to understand
urban agriculture

« Agrobiodiversity bound to a ,community of
practice”

« Urban Agriculture as a living heritage



Linking Urban Agricultural Heritage to
the Concept of Cultural Landscape

« Agriculture shapes the urban landscape

o Spatial patterns of urban agricultural heritage
can be identified, such as

 Embedded production (fruit gardens, ...)
* In-niched wall gardens (e.g. bostans)

e Suburban farms

« Suburban horticultural areas (e.g. vegas)
e Allotments

e Squatter gardens



Showcasing and Reflecting Active Heritage
Approaches

* FAO heritage approach: ,,Globally Important
Agricultural Heritage Systems - GIAHS*

* GIAHS focus on rural areas with a high
biodoversity

 Up to now, urban areas are not in the focus
of GIAHS



Wa'0) Food and Agriculture Organization
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GIAHS
Globally Important Agricultural
Heritage Systems

W Backpround — GIAHS around the world | Becomme a GIAHS  GIAHS Contributions  MNews | Resources Partners  FAQ

http://www.fao.org/giahs/en/

GIAHS criteria:

(1) Food and livelihood security

(2) Biodiversity and ecosystem function

(3) Knowledge systems and adapted technologies,
(4) Cultures, Value systems and social organizations
(5) Remarkable landscapes



Saffron Heritage System
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Informal and Local Approaches to Urban
Agricultural Heritage

Grassroots discover urban agricultural heritage

Heritage as an entry point for sustainable
development paths

Working on the heritage allows to valorise
seemingly ordinary places



CROREW FERRESenlS Te Droperhy of & SHenen T o &

R i P R N R R
-i’-?;%ﬂ*_;,- . B Tt ol A

: X oty . - L - P Wama ol iy raawen 8l Fuenbvdeosia (els iopcinon
Figs. 4a-i Traweling ph|:r1-_::graphr. exhibition on Fuenlabrada, with photographs provided by residents, farmers, and findings from the P e el el @t O T Bossagr il o LT Mo Ay

municipal archive rhil n S el befieprsde fom o Beg rés

Fuenlabrada Agrarian Park (Madrid)



Murs a Péches de Montreuil (Paris)
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F. Lohrberg 2022

Murs a Péches de Montreuil (Paris)
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Looking back to move forward

 Agriculture as a constant companion of
urban development

« Cities as drivers of agricultural innovation E

« Early modern low-carbon and place-based
solutions as a source of knowledge for UTbaﬁ

today‘s challenges Agn_

 Urban Agriculture often shaped by

collective practices CUH_UTEH

« GIAHS as an important instrument also to

highlight urban agriculture as heritage Herltage

 Local urban agricultural heritage as an
entry point to paths of sustainability
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INSUAH Integrated Study on Urban Agriculture as Heritage
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