
Urban agricultural heritage: 
Looking back to move forward



Istanbul: Theodosian Wall and Yedikule Bostans

Foto A. Timpe, 2013

Yedicule Bostans, Instanbul

Eye-opener



Abb.14: freigegebene landwirtschaftliche Fläche, https://onedio.com/haber/son-5-yilda-tuz-golu-nun-2-kati-buyuklugunde-tarim-arazisi-imara-acildi-408117, 2014

Yedicule Bostans, Instanbul
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What is heritage?
“Faro-Convention”
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Heritigisation

Heritagisation encompasses the production of the cultural 
meanings of the heritage and the framing and explaining the 
fragments of history to the contemporary audience.”

Kalakoski, I., S. Huuhka, O-P. Koponen, 2020: From obscurity to heritage: 
Canonisation of the Nordic Wooden Town, International Journal of Heritage 
Studies, (26:8), 790-805
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Heritigisation from an RWTH Aachen perspective

Lohrberg, F., 2022: Urban Agriculture as Heritage. In: Lohrberg, F., K. Christenn, A. 
Timpe, A. Sancar (Hrsg.). Urban Agricultural Heritage, Basel, Birkhäuser, 8-21
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Heritigisation from an RWTH Aachen perspective

The Herrenhausen Conference on 
Urban Agricultural Heritage
May 5-7th 2019, Hanover
Herrenhausen Palace
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Heritigisation from an RWTH Aachen perspective
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Looking back to move forward

Linking Urban Agricultural Heritage to 
Historical Research and Food Policies

Linking Urban Agricultural Heritage to 
the Concept of Cultural Memory and Practice

Linking Urban Agricultural Heritage to 
the Concept of Cultural Landscape

Showcasing and Reflecting Active Heritage 
Approaches 

Informal and Local Approaches to Urban 
Agricultural Heritage



• Agriculture as a constant companion of urban 
development!

• Local agricultural policy! 
• City as a driver of agricultural innovation!

Linking Urban Agricultural Heritage to 
Historical Research and Food Policies





• Agriculture as a constant companion of urban 
development!

• Local agricultural policy! 
• City as a driver of agricultural innovation!

• Urban agriculture flowering in the early modern 
period with close economic, spatial, material 
and social links between agriculture and the city

• Intensification of agricultural use towards the 
city centre (Thünen Rings) with regional supply, 
direct marketing, diversification 

Linking Urban Agricultural Heritage to 
Historical Research and Food Policies



Abb.13: http://www.cornucopia.net/blog/some-good-old-advice/, Autor: Mimar Ufak, 2013

Murs à Pêches de Montreuil (Paris)
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Murs à Pêches de Montreuil (Paris)
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• Agriculture as a constant companion of urban 
development!

• Local agricultural policy! 
• City as a driver of agricultural innovation!

• Urban agriculture flowering in the early modern 
period with close economic, spatial, material 
and social links between agriculture and the city

• Intensification of agricultural use towards the 
city centre (Thünen Rings) with regional supply, 
direct marketing, diversification. 

• Urban agriculture has lost importance due to 
industrialization 

• Modernity has seen agriculture as contrast to 
the city!

Linking Urban Agricultural Heritage to 
Historical Research and Food Policies



• Agriculture  as a carrier of collective 
memories 

• Collective practices important to understand 
urban agriculture

• Agrobiodiversity bound to a „community of 
practice“ 

• Urban Agriculture as a living heritage

Linking Urban Agricultural Heritage to 
the Concept of Cultural Memory and Practice



• Agriculture shapes the urban landscape
• Spatial patterns of urban agricultural heritage

can be identified, such as
• Embedded production (fruit gardens, …)
• In-niched wall gardens (e.g. bostans)
• Suburban farms
• Suburban horticultural areas (e.g. vegas)
• Allotments
• Squatter gardens

Linking Urban Agricultural Heritage to 
the Concept of Cultural Landscape



• FAO heritage approach: „Globally Important
Agricultural Heritage Systems - GIAHS“

• GIAHS focus on rural areas with a high 
biodoversity

• Up to now, urban areas are not in the focus
of GIAHS

Showcasing and Reflecting Active Heritage 
Approaches 



http://www.fao.org/giahs/en/

GIAHS criteria: 
(1) Food and livelihood security
(2) Biodiversity and ecosystem function
(3) Knowledge systems and adapted technologies, 
(4) Cultures, Value systems and social organizations
(5) Remarkable landscapes



Vortrag Parviz Koohafkan, Herrenhausen Conference on Urban Agricultural Heritage, 5.5.19

Saffron Heritage System



Oases of the Maghreb 

Vortrag Parviz Koohafkan, Herrenhausen Conference on Urban Agricultural Heritage, 5.5.19



Chinampas of Xochimilco, Mexico City

https://cdn-images-1.medium.com/max/2400/1*alhJuUvcBmaejfjVgFmn_g.jpeg



• Grassroots discover urban agricultural heritage
• Heritage as an entry point for sustainable 

development paths
• Working on the heritage allows to valorise  

seemingly ordinary places 

Informal and Local Approaches to Urban 
Agricultural Heritage



Fuenlabrada Agrarian Park (Madrid)



Abb.13: http://www.cornucopia.net/blog/some-good-old-advice/, Autor: Mimar Ufak, 2013

Murs à Pêches de Montreuil (Paris)
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Murs à Pêches de Montreuil (Paris)
F. Lohrberg 2022
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Looking back to move forward

• Agriculture as a constant companion of 
urban development

• Cities as drivers of agricultural innovation
• Early modern low-carbon and place-based 

solutions as a source of knowledge for 
today‘s challenges 

• Urban Agriculture often shaped by 
collective practices

• GIAHS as an important instrument also to 
highlight urban agriculture as heritage

• Local urban agricultural heritage as an 
entry point to paths of sustainability



Abb.13: http://www.cornucopia.net/blog/some-good-old-advice/, Autor: Mimar Ufak, 2013

Murs à Pêches de Montreuil (Paris)F. Lohrberg 2022

Thank you for your attention



Eurocentric 
Perspective
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INSUAH Integrated Study on Urban Agriculture as Heritage 

Metastudy on Urban Agricultural Heritage (2022-26) based on 5 regional studies 
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